National seroprevalence of Toxoplasma gondii in pigs.
Serum samples from 11,842 commercial pigs killed in 1983-1984 throughout the United States were tested for anti-Toxoplasma gondii antibodies by the agglutination test in dilutions of 1:25, 1:50, and 1:500. Anti-T. gondii antibodies were found in 23.9% of pigs. At dilutions of 1:25, 1:50, and 1:500, 13.5%, 6.9%, and 3.5% were serologically positive, respectively. The prevalence of anti-T. gondii antibodies was higher in breeder pigs (42%) than in market pigs (23%). These results indicate that anti-T. gondii antibodies are widespread in the national swine herd.